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Facsimile 


THOMAS W. RYAN 
th0mas.ryan@dl3piper.com 
T312.368.405& F 312.630.7333 


Date: March 8, 2005 




To: 


Phone: Fax: 


United States Patent and Trademark Office 


(703) 872-9306 


Original □ will / 0 w II not follow. 


Pages (includina fax sfteeft 14 


Comments: 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



Ml 156/223644-001194 

The information contained in this facsimile message is confidential and, if addressed to our client or certain counsel, is 
subject to the attomey-clitnt or work product privilege. This message is intended only for the use of the individual or 
entity named above. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or the employee or agent responsible to 
deliver it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this 
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by 
telephone and return the o. iginal message to us at the above address via the U. S. Postal Service. 

Serving clients globally 

-CHGO1:30553299.vl 
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CENTRAL FAX CENTERS 

MAR 0 8 2001 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
In re the applical ion of: 

Applicant : Zimmerman et al. 

Filing Date : January 13, 2004 

Appl, No. : 10/747,647 

Examiner : CINTINS, Ivars C. 

Art Unit : 1724 

Docket No. : 223644-001 1 94 (P523 1DIV) 

Customer No.: 28465 



MaiJ Stop Non-F se Amendment 
Commissioner fo : Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

VIA PACSIMILH ONLY: 703-872-9306 



FOLLOW-UP CORRESPONDENCE 
CONCERNING EXAMINER INQUIRY 
ON STATUS OF AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE 



This correspondence is necessitated and follows-up on the March 8, 2005 telephone 
inquiry by Exam ner Ivars Cintins to the undersigned counsel concerning the status of the non- 
final office actioi issued by Examiner Cintins on September 3, 2004. After review of counsel's 
files, the undersii ned contacted Examiner Cintins and informed him that the September 3, 2004 
was received by counsel and an Amendment and Response was filed with the Office by first 
class U.S. Mail o i. October 29, 2004. OIPE acknowledged receipt of the response on November 
1, 2004 through a date stamp on the enclosed postcard. Examiner Cintins requested that we 
provide copies o * the amendment and response, the post card, and other documents filed on 
October 29, 2004 

Please the refore find attached to this correspondence copies of the following documents, 
filed by first class mail on October 29, 2004: 

1. Photoiopy of submitted postcard, including November 1, 2004 OIPE date stamp (1 
page); 

2. Photof opy of check for terminal disclaimer ( I page); 

3. Photoc opy of Amendment and Response (7 pages); and 

4. Photocopy of Terminal Disclaimer (2 pages). 
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woe: 



Applicants counsel believes that the following amendment arid terminal disdalraex 
should be entere 1 as they were timely and properly filed within the shortened statutorv perMfcr 
response. The < ffice and Examiner Cintins are directed to contact the undersigned if time are 
any remaining qt icstions or concerns. 

Counsel does not believe that any fees are due at this time. If any such fees are <Joc,fflie 
Office is authori; ;ed to debit Deposit Account Number 1 8-2284. Please note that the nametf fhe 
undersigned counsel of record's firm has changed. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

DLA PIPER RUDNICK GRAY CARYLLP 




Thomas W. Ryan 
Reg. No. 43,072 
Telephone: (312)368-4058 



Dated: March 8. 1005 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEM ARK OFFICE 



USPTO i Acknowledges Receipt of: - Amendment ^JNfj*,"* terminal 

- -Disclaimer to .Obviate a Double Patenting Rejection (37 GFR 1.321fq) 

AMEtJIBD ^FiREGENERATING A WATER SOFTENER - : ; • 

OorcRef «^/-?23644--G0im •(P5231.W-S»V^fi ^.. - - 
F,ili^ Datk January 13, 2004 ■'■ . 

Serial No.: iO/747.647 - 2 

- 'Gofifi&atifin -No, : ;3944 v. I . .'' ■ .-' ■ ■' -.' - 
O^ASimett ai4 Response w/cortificate of mailing l,y first class naliciuded 
fS m fSS & i^hv*^ to Objnate a Double Patenting Reject** {37 CFR 
<3) CS«k^tthearoountofS110 . 



i 



x v Returri^eccipt postcard , , 
-Msiied First Class Mail on October 29, 2Q04 . 



OCT 2 9 20fU 

WflliDNlCKiWlfE 



°CT 2 9 2004 



II-- -#»^,= . n ; 

: f Madedwa^rtCi^ Ma.1 «n Octal*, 29. 2004 < W 1 2 2004 

j p- " ''vC'.V, "•• / '^"^^D^awoi. -,\. ^ 
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Operations and is not part of the Official Record 



Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

□ FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 



□ REFERENCE(S) OR EXHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: 



IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 



BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 




LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 
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